Planning palliative care services.
An audit was conducted to assess the use of, and satisfaction with, local services for the care of the dying, which have developed over the past seven years in South Glamorgan. These services include hospice inpatient, outpatient and day care facilities, home care specialist nursing, volunteer services and domiciliary medical consultations. All general practitioners in the district were surveyed about the services by postal questionnaire; respondents represented most of the practices in the district. The results show a variable level of uptake of services for those well established (excluding paediatric oncology), including a high level of satisfaction with the available services. The results identify a lack of provision for patients dying from a non-malignant disease.